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Introduction!
Having only been to Las Vegas two times in my life, I had a very limited view of the 

city and what it had to offer. Throughout this travel course my mind has been opened to the 
vast worlds hidden in this city from the retro neon signs to the various displays of art. This 
field journal explores some of the concepts I chose to focus on in my discovery of Las Vegas' 
built environment.!

Worlds of Las Vegas!

The journal consists of two entries for each day spent in Las Vegas, resulting in eight 
total entries. The first day's entries explore my experience on Fremont Street as well as the 
concept of eatertainment. The next sections examine the use of animals as displays and how 
sounds, lights, and smells create boundaries for patrons in casinos and shopping centers. The 
types of art in Las Vegas are then described, followed by the evolution of sign technology. 
Finally, the last entries discuss the use of water in the city and the evolution of the city as a 
whole with speculations on its future.!

Ultimately, the hopes of this field journal is to relate the experiences I had in Las Vegas 
to the many existing concepts and theories while also shedding light on numerous problems 
and potentials that stood out to me throughout my journey. 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Day 1: The Fremont Street Experience!
! At the beginning of our journey through Las Vegas, 
we visited Fremont Street. Having never been there 
before, I honestly had no idea what to expect. As we 
entered the indoor / outdoor street, a quick glance had me 
thinking that this was the epitome of postmodern culture. 
The abundance of "decorated sheds" was overwhelming 
and looking around, I felt transported into the spaces 
Venturi and Brown describe in Learning from Las Vegas.!
! It was interesting to see the affect these signs, lights, 
and sounds had on me as an individual, us as a group, 
and the crowd as a whole. Venturi and Brown discuss in 
depth their arguments for postmodernism largely in 
relation to what the people 
want (explicit symbolism) 
and how automobile culture 
was the catalyst for this 

evolution. However, on the pedestrian level, I would argue this 
postmodern atmosphere serves a larger purpose: to energize 
and excite. !
! Of course in a car, from a distance, these lights and signs 
would communicate quickly and provide a draw. While 
walking through Fremont Street, the stimulation eliminated my 
tiredness. As a group, we became fragmented and lost focus 
and attention on one another but found ourselves paying 
attention to the buildings, objects, and entertainment. I 
also noticed the crowd buzzing with excitement and 
happiness.!
! Although Fremont Street did provide me with the 
possibilities around postmodernism, it also presented a 
few problems. I was disgusted with one performance in 
particular where the women were over sexualized and the 
men were expected to simply be humorous. I also noticed 
a couple of children performers in the same space trying to 
be in that larger performance. We also saw a total 
consumption of digital signs and displays in the 
environment. There was literally no escaping the digital 
advertising.!!
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Day 1: Attack of the Eatertainment!
! As we made our way further down Fremont Street, I was shocked and appalled when 
we encountered the Heart Attack Grill. With a large sign to market an "eat free" discount for 
individual's who weigh more than 350 lbs., I couldn't help but be offended at this 
establishment's blatant disregard for health while capitalizing on what appears to be 
everything that is wrong with U.S. culture.!
! After browsing the restaurant's web site, it occurred to me that I should perhaps 
approach this from a different angle. Rather than criticize and judge too harshly, I could begin 
to see a little humor while 
thinking of it as 
eatertainment. Author John 
Hannigan explains "the 
former boundaries between 
eating and play are 
collapsed and recast into 
something new" (Hannigan 
93). This made me realize 
that this restaurant is in fact 
more than just an offensive 
marketing ploy. In the 
world of post-modernism, 
they found a way to create a 
themed restaurant that 
highlights the 
entertainment in eating at 
this place.!
! However, it can also 
be argued that this over the 
top theme was due to the 
saturation of themed 
restaurants in an environment like Las Vegas. Hannigan states "Already we are seeing some 
evidence of this with many of the second generation restaurants finding it difficult to recreate 
the sense of excitement and the iconic status of the Hard Rock and Planet Hollywood" (97). 
Perhaps the Heart Attack Grill saw an opportunity to go to an extreme with their theme as it 
still creates a sense of excitement for their patrons.!
! Finally, this led me to the argument that maybe these themed restaurants can only be 
successful in a saturated market by placing themselves on the extremes of the high and low 
culture spectrum. In this case, the extreme low culture is highly entertaining to some and 
draws in their business. 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Day 2: Skepticism and Animals on Display!
! Perhaps a combination of a skeptical view and a 
bleeding heart for animals is problematic when viewing 
habitats in Las Vegas. As I walked into the Flamingo 
Hotel and Casino Wildlife Habitat, of course I was 
excited to see the animals. Immediately we approached 
four parrots along with their handler and a 
photographer to capture people holding the birds. After 
speaking with one of the employees, I found out the 
parrots were rescued from Brazil and are a part of the 
Jimmy Buffet show. The parrots ranged in age from 14 
to 29 and mostly say "hola". Hearing all of this and 
looking at the parrots before me, my skepticism kicked 
in and a slew of questions reached my mind:!

• What were these birds rescued from?!
• Why are their feathers so ruffled?!
• Why does the oldest parrot seem so agitated?!
• Are they happy?!

I tried to conduct some research to get answers to my 
questions but could not find anything on how these 
parrots ended up at the Flamingo. ! !
! As we continued through the habitat, we saw open exhibits with a river running 
around little islands. It was brought up that there were no rules and regulations posted like 
you would see at a zoo. No zoo keepers or maintenance people in view either. What's to stop 

someone from throwing their garbage in there? 
Well, even worse than garbage, there was an 
incident in which two men got into the exhibit 
and killed an exotic bird. Aside from this 
information though, there was an apparent lack 
of reports regarding the animal habitats in Las 
Vegas. It all seems to be somewhat "hush, hush." 
Perhaps it has something to do with the rules 
and regulations in place. Or perhaps it just 
wouldn't be the Flamingo without flamingos - 
and because of that, people are perfectly happy 
to turn a blind eye.!!!
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Day 2: Boundaries of Light, Sound, and Smell!
! I recently came to the realization that I am a "sense-itive" 
person. In other words, I am sensitive to the senses and the 
environment around me greatly affects the way I move through 
and interact with a space. For this reason, I greatly noticed the 
light, sound, and smell that surrounded me in the many hotels, 
casinos, and shopping centers in Las Vegas. With that said, I 
wanted to describe the different scenarios where these elements 
affected me and how it could be improved.!
! Let's begin this journey of the senses with the use of 
lighting found in the Caesar's Palace shopping center. As we 
entered the area after eating lunch, we saw the "sky" changing 
color and brightness - mimicking the rising sun. My immediate 
reaction to this was confusion and an urge to see the real sky 
outside. It also gave me an uneasiness as this light changing was orchestrated by the casino 

and hotel "powers that be". It seems that this 
transitioning lighting is unnecessary and causes more 
worry than if they just had a consistent ambiance.!
!     The noise of the city is also something constantly 
on my mind as I often feel attacked by not having the 
choice to hear certain sounds and to hear them at a 
certain volume. After walking through the exceedingly 
noisy streets and casinos, the absence of sound and 
types of music were very 
refreshing. The Venetian 
soundtrack was a mixture of 
quiet sounds and classical 

music from the gondola singers. This reminded me of the video 
about the new sounds of the subway in New York as a way to 
beautify the urban experience. I found that the soft cadence in the 
Venetian enhanced the space for me, rather than forcing me out.!
! Finally, I found it nearly impossible to escape the smell of 
cigarette and cigar smoke. The lack of fresh air was something 
constantly on my mind and casino floors were something I 
dreaded passing through. To illustrate my sense boundaries in a 
casino, I have included a sketch of a generic casino floor and areas 
I know to avoid for the sake of my "sense-itivity". The "S" is smoke, 
red dots are slot machine "dings", music symbols on the street, and 
shading shows the light and dark areas.!
!  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Day 3: The Invisible Art of Las Vegas!
!    I will be the first person to admit that art isn't necessarily 
my "thing". Being someone who values logic and structure, I 
often struggle with understanding the purpose of some art pieces 
and the meaning behind them. While traveling through Las 
Vegas, we sought out three types of art: public art, fine art, and 
digital art. For this entry, I wanted to provide my thoughts on 
these some of my art experiences in a place like Las Vegas, 
including how they affected me.!

! We began by viewing a public sculpture of a 
typewriter eraser by artist Claes Oldenburg. Seeing the 
piece as a whole, I felt that the piece was slightly hidden 
while also being out of place. When I got a closer look at 
the top "bristles", I saw a subtle beauty about it, working 
with the blue sky and blue building behind it. As I looked 
around, I noticed that other pedestrians (aside from our 
group) were paying no attention to it at all. It was 
practically invisible and if it's invisible, then what purpose 
does it have?!
! After our public art walking tour, we visited the 

Bellagio's fine art gallery which was exhibiting works from many woman artists throughout 
time. The gallery was extremely quiet and not crowded - again reminding me of the invisible, 
a hidden room amongst the hustle and bustle of the city. Some argue that a place like this has 
no need for a fine art gallery. Author Calum Storrie writes "One might think that Las Vegas 
would have no need for museums: the image of the city is, after all, composed of hyper-real, 
imagined and distorted pasts" (Storrie 207). Meaning that patrons of Las Vegas do not care to 
see the real paintings as they are perfectly content viewing copies of the original.!
! Finally, we viewed the large digital art displays on the pillars in the entrance of the 
Cosmopolitan. Large naked bodies of men and women could be seen reaching through a fog, 
evoking shock and a sense of provocation. In terms 
of digital art, Lev Manovich suggests “architects 
along with artists can take the next logical step to 
consider the 'invisible' space of electronic data flows 
as substance rather than just as a void - something 
that needs a structure, a politics, and a 
poetics" (Manovich 12). Perhaps in this notion we can 
be led to believe that digital art will be the only 
visible art left in Las Vegas as it will be capable of 
grabbing and holding on to our attention as 
pedestrians. 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Day 3: Battling Sign Technologies!
! It wouldn't be right to speak of Las 
Vegas without mentioning the iconic and 
historical use of neon signs. During our 
visit to the Neon Sign Museum in the 
older part of the city, it was a joy to see 
the preservation of pieces of their history. 
In a city where change occurs often and 
not much value is placed on the old, one 
doesn't often think of where signs go to 
"die". These surprisingly enormous 
structures are placed along pathways for 
visitors to be guided through and given a 
history of their past.  !
! However, during this tour, there 
were two topics the guide discussed that 
stood out to me. The first was about the 
chemicals and maintenance involved in these neon signs. It turns out they are extremely 
hazardous to create as well as dispose of. In addition, the maintenance involved was 
dangerous, timely, and costly. If one neon bulb breaks, it needs to be entirely recreated. This is 
why new technology has been preferred in recent years. This leads me to the next noticeable 
topic. The guide explained that there were "regulations in place" that ensured Fremont 
businesses continue to use this dated technology over the newer LED signs. This left me 

utterly baffled so I had to get some more 
information. I uncovered that "City code 
requires neon or animated signs in the 
Fremont East Entertainment District and the 
designated scenic byway that is Las Vegas 
Boulevard."!
! I understand that some view this as a 
dying art form or craft but there comes a 
time when old technology just isn't a 
practical or logical solution. To top it all off, 
the Neon Sign Museum itself does not use 
neon for its sign. Of course the guide did 
note the irony of this. Which made me 
wonder if theirs wasn't the best solution of 
them all: honor and preserve the past, but 
still embrace the future. 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Day 4: Extravagant Water!
! By the end of our trip to Las Vegas, I could not get 
out of my mind just how much water we saw used in 
different ways. Everywhere I looked there seemed to be 
another fountain or pool despite the fact that we were in 
the middle of a desert. It became clear that in a world 
where water is supposedly scarce, it could be seen as a 
source of opulence and entertainment. The casinos display 
their use of water as a badge of honor, a badge of luxury.!
! What greatly stood out to me was the "walls of 

water." When first walking 
into the Aria, a great stone 
wall constantly flows water down its surface while at the center 
of the round-about a colorful shooting fountain perpetually 
shoots into the air. Making our way down the stairs at the 
Cosmopolitan, more walls of water could almost go unnoticed 
as it looks like moving rods of gold to make up one large wall. 
Upon closer inspection, one can see the water dripping down 
the metal to create an illusion of flowing gold.!
! Of course, when speaking of water as entertainment and 
extravagance, the fountain at Bellagio cannot go unmentioned. 
As crowds gather around before the show, I couldn't help 
wonder just how much energy, money, and most of all water, is 
wasted in Las Vegas. Some call this a form of "environmental 
terrorism", and I have to say, I am inclined to agree with them. 
In a world of draught, these hotels and casinos are literally 

throwing away a very valuable resource. Some, like author Mike 
Davis, believe that Steve Wynn is largely to blame with his "hydro-fetishism" and 
overconsumption of water (Davis).!
! Davis and others are proposing a solution to 
this problem in the form of New Urbanism. "They 
[young environmentally conscious architects] have 
sketched, with admirable clarity, a regional planning 
model that cogently links issues of social equity with 
high-priority environmental concerns" (102). The 
only question is if Las Vegas is willing to sacrifice 
their luxurious water in favor of a more 
environmentally friendly experience. 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Day 4: Past, Present, and Future!
! As my time in Las Vegas came to a close, I wanted to reflect on the journey that the city 
has experienced through time as displayed in the sights I saw as well as speculations on the 
current times and the future of the city. Las Vegas' postmodern history began with the culture 
of cars. Venturi and Brown explain "We have described in the Las Vegas study the victory of 
symbols-in-space over forms-in-space in the brutal automobile landscape of great distances 
and high speed..." (Venturi & Brown 119). My journey through the Fremont Street strip 
depicted this history of signs and decorated sheds as they needed to draw the attention of 
passing by cars from a distance.!
! As the city grew, it transformed with the concept of Disneyfication - an emergence of 
themed environments that could appeal to whole families, including children. It has been 
argued that this shift was due to corporations' need to attract as many types of consumers as 
possible. "In contrast to the past, the postmodern 1990s is awash in symbolic motifs created 
by commercial interests in order to promote mass consumption" (Hannigan 84). The 
remnants of this Disneyfication can still be seen in the themed environments of the Paris 
Casino and Hotel, the Mirage, the Luxor, and many more. However, we may have seen the 
last of the themed environments with the latest rebranding of the city.!

! In the early 2000s, Las Vegas began to market more towards adults - a concept I like to !
call "adultification". It emphasized the crazy night life experiences one could have with the 
influence of alcohol, sex, and money. This adultification is tangible in the presence of the 
Cosmopolitan and Aria hotels where high culture and high-tech culture are held supreme. 
Perhaps this gives us a glimpse into what Las Vegas' future has in store - an environment of 
universal, mature luxury seamlessly integrated with intelligent technology that meets our 
every need. 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Course Reading Used!
John Hannigan, “Shopertainment, eatertainment, edutainment: synergies and synthesis in the !
     themed environment”!
Robert Venturi and Denise Scott Brown, Learning From Las Vegas!
Calum Storrie, “Las Vegas: The Past Sure is Tense” from The Delirious Museum!
Lev Manovich, “The Poetics of Urban Media Surfaces”   !
Mike Davis, “Las Vegas Versus Nature”  !!

Links Mentioned for Articles!
1. Link to course site on sound: http://www.policymic.com/articles/83385/new-yorkers-

your-commute-is-about-to-get-a-whole-lot-cooler!
2. Link to Flamingo Habitat incident: http://www.lasvegasworldnews.com/exotic-bird-

killed-at-flamingo-las-vegas-hotel-casinos-wildlife-habitat/6029/!
3. Link to Neon Sign Codes: http://www.lasvegasweekly.com/news/2011/apr/07/neon-

fadeout/ !!
!
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Additional Notes!

Boundaries of Light, Sound, and Smell!

In thinking about all of the boundaries of sense I mention in my entry, it seems appropriate to 
expand on the concept of pollution in the form of light, noise, air, and odor. The strip can 
most definitely be an example of light pollution and with that can affect animal and human 
health and psychology as well as disrupt ecosystems. Medical research has indicated that 
excessive light could increase stress and anxiety in both humans and animals. Light pollution 
also poses a threat to nocturnal wildlife, confuses animal navigation, and changes predator-
prey relations. In terms of noise pollution, the unwanted noise can create high stress levels, 
hearing loss, hypertension, and more. Finally, air and odor pollution is said to be an issue for 
a community’s quality of life mainly in the form of inhaling chemicals but also can cause 
psychological damage due to stress. Overall, what stands out most is the idea of stress linked 
to the unwanted senses. For me personally, I experienced this stress and anxiety due to the 
many different pollutants in the Las Vegas Environment.!

Attack of the Eatertainment!

Low culture themed eateries seem to be popping up everywhere. There’s the Trailer Park 
Lounge in New York and also a Magic Restroom Cafe in Los Angeles. Of course these types 
of restaurants seem shocking and a little out of place in the US, however, these types of 
themes are fairly common in Japan, Taiwan, and Europe. Perhaps restaurateurs in the US are 
just trying to catch up to the international times. Or maybe, they really do just want to set 
themselves apart from yet another Applebee’s or Chili’s.!!
Magic Restroom: http://www.latimes.com/food/dailydish/la-dd-magic-restroom-cafe-
opens-in-city-of-industry-20131014,0,649204.story#axzz2xUdNbgUp!

Skepticism and Animals on Display!

After researching a little about the lions and tigers in Las Vegas, I once again ran into the 
problem of having a lack of information. I do know that the MGM Grand’s lion exhibit 
opened in 1999 and closed in 2011. The only comment on the closure was from an MGM 
spokeswoman saying “that is part of an overall property-wide renovation project.”. It’s hard 
to believe that the closing was merely for renovation. One might speculate that it closed due 
to the aftermath of Siegfried and Roy’s tiger attack. When the big cat Mantecore bit Roy 
Horn’s neck during a live show, the entire act was closed down. It seems that most of these 
animal habitats and acts in Las Vegas are being closed down one by one, in a very slow and 
invisible fashion. Maybe they don’t want to draw too much attention to these once popular 
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spectacles. Maybe these closures are more proof as to the changes happening in Las Vegas. 
Audiences no longer want the themed environments or reminders of possible animal cruelty. 
Instead, they want updated luxury and enslaved animals no longer represent that.
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